
Title of Report: Gambling Act 2005 – Setting of Fees Item 4
Report to be 
considered by: Licensing Committee 

 
 
Purpose of Report: 
 

To set fees for Gambling Premises Licences in accordance with 
Regulation SI 2007 / 479 of the Gambling Act 2005. 
 

Recommended Action: 
 

1. To recommend to Council that the Licensing Committee 
be delegated responsibility for setting fees in 
accordance with the Gambling Act 2005. 

2. To recommend to Council that the level of fees be set at 
75% of the statutory maximum (Appendix 1 refers). 

 
List of other options considered: 
 

To set the maximum fee laid down by the Government 

Key background documentation: • Gambling Act 2005: DCMS Guidance to Licensing Authorities on 
Setting Premises Licence Fees. 

 
 
 

Contact Officer Details 
Name: Brian Leahy 
Job Title: Senior Licensing Officer 
Tel. No.: 01635 519209 
E-mail Address: bleahy@westberks.gov.uk 
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Supporting Information 
 
1. Background 

1.1 The Gambling Act 2005 comes into force on the 1st September 2007. 
 
1.2 The Licensing Committee approved the Council’s Gambling Licensing Policy at the meeting held on 5 

December 2006 and this was subsequently approved by full council at its meeting on 14 December 
2006. 

  
1.3 The Council’s responsibilities are those of considering applications for gambling premises licences and 

where appropriate issuing licences. The Legislation requires that each application be accompanied by 
a fee and that fee has been set by central government as a maximum. The fees are in two parts with 
an initial fee being required with application and an annual fee to be paid each year, both fees are set 
as a maximum. 

 
1.4 The Government have indicated that although they have set a maximum fee, councils are advised that 

they will be audited at some point in the first year regarding the setting of such fees and their 
relationship to the actual cost to the service. 

 
1.5  Full Council are responsible for setting fees however they can if wished delegate this responsibility to 

a committee (including the Licensing Committee), or to an officer, if desired. 
 
1.6 The delegation for the setting of fees sits with the full Council in accordance with The Local Authorities 

(Functions and Responsibilities) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2007. 
 
1.7 The Department for Culture, Media and Sport have recommended that Councils delegate the power to 

set fees to Licensing Committees. 
 
2. Current Situation 
 
2.1 Due to the local elections it has not been possible to report to full Council regarding the delegation of 

power. Officers would recommend that the Licensing Committee be delegated the power to set fees 
for both the initial fee and the annual charge. 

 
2.3 Should full Council be minded to delegate to the Licensing Committee the level of fees recommended 

by officers is 75% of the maximum permitted. 
 
2.4 In order to assist members in understanding the criteria for costing licence fees, appendix 1 to this 

report provides DCMS guidance and a table of maximum fees.    
 
Appendices (in list format) 
 
Appendix 1 Gambling Act 2005: DCMS Guidance to Licensing Authorities on Setting Premises Licence 

Fees. 
 
Implications 
 
Policy: Once set, this policy will determine levels of fees, however these fees can be 

reviewed within guidance. 
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Financial: Currently it is unknown what level of income is to be expected however based 
upon full cost recovery and the setting of fees at 75% of the maximum permitted 
it is expected that the service will recover its costs.  

Personnel: None. The number of premises involved is relatively low and this work can be 
undertaken using existing resources.  

Legal: It is a statutory requirement to set fees. 
Environmental: None 
Equalities: None 
Property: None 
Risk Management: If no fees are set the Council will be acting illegally and cannot accept 

applications for premises licences. 
Community Safety: None 
 
Consultation Responses 
 
Local Stakeholders: Operators of Gambling Premises throughout the District. 
Officers Consulted: John Priest 
Trade Union: None 
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